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born, a sort of Lameunais alvrays irritated, would be very passionate,
and suffer neither rivalry nor half adhesion. But this manner of
viewing things rests upon a false conception of the person of John,
We imagine him an old man; he was, on the contrary, of the
same age as Jesus,1 and very young according to the ideas of the
time. In mental development, he was the brother rather than the
father of Jesus. The two young enthusiasts, full of the same
hopes and the same hatreds, were able to make common cause,
and mutually to support each other. Certainly an aged teacher,
seeing a man without celebrity approach him, and maintain
towards him an aspect of independence, would have rebelled; we
have scarcely an example of a leader of a school receiving with
eagerness his future successor. But youth is capable of any sacri-
fice, and we may admit that John, having recognised in Jesus a
spirit akio to his own, accepted him without any personal
reservation. These good relations became afterwards the start-
ing-point of a whole system developed by the evangelists, which
consisted in giving the Divine mission of Jesus the primary
basis of the attestation of John. Such was the degree of autho-
rity acquired by the Baptist, that it was not thought possible to
find in the world a better guarantee. But far from John abdi-
cating in favour of Jesus, Jesus, during all the time that he passed
with him, recognised him as his superior, and only developed his
own genius with timidity.

It seems, in fact, that, notwithstanding his profound originality,
Jesus, during some weeks at least, was the imitator of John. His
way as yet was not clear before him. At all times, moreover,
Jesus yielded much to opinion, and adopted many things which
were not in exact accordance with his own ideas, or for which he
cared little, merely because they were popular; but these accessories
never injured his principal idea, and were always subordinate to it.
Baptism had been brought by John into very great favour > Jesus
thought himself obliged to do like John : therefore he baptized, and

1 Luke i., although indeed all the detains of the >atxrafcive, especially those which
refer to the relationship of John with Jesus, are legendary,